ACUCA MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE

2007-10-31

The Association of Christian Universities and Colleges in Asia (ACUCA) held a Management Conference in Keimyung University, Daegu, South Korea from October 25-27, 2007. The theme was “University Management: Focus on Internationalization and Quality Assurance”. Fifty-five participants from 33 ACUCA member universities and a guest university joined the conference.

The Conference opened with a Welcome Dinner hosted by Dr. Jin-Woo Lee, President of Keimyung University on October 25. A cultural presentation featuring an impressive drum dance and a taekwondo exhibition followed the dinner.

Two plenary speakers spoke on quality assurance and internationalization. PROFESSOR EDMUND KO, Senior Advisor to the Dean of Engineering at Hong Kong University of Science and Technology and a world renowned scholar on university administration and quality assurance spoke on quality assurance. DR. THOMAS A. SHOSTAK, International Education Consultant and former Dean of Lifelong Learning at Ohio University who has extensive experience in networking and internationalization, spoke on international education and learning partnerships. In the afternoon, the group broke up into three groups. 

1. THE PRESIDENTS’ VISIONING GROUP discussed the directions ACUCA should take in the next five years and the programs that would take us there. The objective of the workshop was for the Presidents to discuss how ACUCA could become a network that is more responsive to its members’ needs, and one that would have more collaborative activities among members. The workshop facilitator was Dr. Edna Franco, Executive Director, Center for Organization Research and Development, Ateneo de Manila University. 

2. INTERNATIONALIZATION WORKSHOP was aimed at discussing the practices, strengths, weaknesses of Internationalization Programs of member universities. More importantly, the workshop was designed to bring out ideas for greater cooperation among member universities in their internationalization efforts.

Mr. Glen Vivian Chatelier, Director of the Office of International Affairs of Assumption University gave a talk on the internationalization efforts of his university. The workshop was facilitated by Dr. Shinhey Kim, Director of International Affairs, Keimyung University.

3. QUALITY ASSURANCE WORKSHOP – Aimed at discussing further Professor Ko’s talk, this 
Workshop was designed for members to discuss how they can help move the Quality Assurance of their universities. 

Mr. Brian Co, Director of the Information Technology Center of De La Salle University-Manila talked about quality assurance best practices of his university. The workshop was facilitated by Dr. Assunta Cuyegkeng, Vice President for the Loyola Schools of Ateneo de Manila University.

The Facilitators then presented a summary of the workshop discussions to the Executive Committee during its late afternoon Meeting on October 26. 

• PRESIDENTS VISIONING 

• INTERNATIONALIZATION
• QUALITY ASSURANCE 


On the final day of the Conference, the summary of important points that emerged from the three workshops was presented by the facilitators at the plenary session. The plenary session also drew out some comments about reports of the small group discussions and further suggestions for future plans.

Keimyung University hosted a farewell dinner for the delegates at the end of the day. The Conference ended with an optional tour arranged by Keimyung University to Geongju, a UNESCO heritage site. 

OTHER LINKS:

1. Conference Program
2. Directory of Participants
3. Participants of the Presidents’ Visioning Workshop 
4. Participants of the Internationalization Workshop
5. Participants of the Quality Assurance Workshop
6. Responses to questionnaires on:
    a. Internationalization 
    b. Quality Assurance 
    c. Benchmarking 
    d. Visioning 
    e. Summary of responses to the Visioning questionnaire 
