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I. History and Heritage: Chung Chi and Its Beginning
Chung Chi College was founded in 1951 in Hong Kong as a private Christian institution for higher education. It began at a time of political turmoil and social-economic upheavals when China was torn by a civil war that ended up in the retreat of Chiang Kaishek and the Nationalists to Taiwan and the victory of Mao Zedong and Communism in the mainland. Many of the founders of Chung Chi College were among the refugees who fled China in 1949. They were either teachers and staff or alumni of the Christian universities in the mainland or Christian educators and church leaders who had a great interest in Christian higher education. When the Communists took over China in 1949, there were thirteen Christian colleges and universities in the mainland, but within two to three years, these institutions had to close down or incorporated into public universities, resulting in an exodus of teaching staff and students to Hong Kong, Taiwan and the outside world. Some of these professors and educators from Lingnan University, Yenching University and St. John’s University, after coming to Hong Kong, began to deliberate on the agenda of reviving or restoring a Christian university in Hong Kong. Their idea of re-establishing a Christian university in Hong Kong was supported by Bishop Hall of the Anglican Church and other Christian denominations in Hong Kong. As a result, Chung Chi College was established in 1951. So, Chung Chi was born in 1951 as a private Christian college in the British colony of Hong Kong. Its first president, Dr. Li Yinglin, came from Lingnan University in Guangzhou (in fact Dr. Li was the last president of Lingnan), its first chairman of the Board of Trustees, Mr. Ou Liguo, came from St. John’s University in Shanghai, and most of its first faculty members were refugee scholars from the mainland. It was both a new beginning and a continuation of ongoing Christian efforts and educational endeavor in Chinese society. The College signified a new beginning of Christian higher education in Hong Kong and a continued story of Christian higher education in China. With the support from the local churches and the Anglican church in particular, so Chung Chi began its rugged journey and has now reached its fifty-seventh year.
II. Evolution and Transformation: Chung Chi’s Transition to Public University
Chung Chi College was born in 1951 as a private institution for higher education in Hong Kong. Supported by various churches and the United Board and run by Chinese Christian educators and missionaries, Chung Chi, however, was open to the public from the very beginning. In terms of admission, it took in both believers and non-believers; in terms of staff and teachers, they hired a large percentage of non-Christians. But the College leadership in the fifties emphasized heavily on Christian morals and philosophy and they made it compulsory in the general curriculum. Every student had to take up a course of “Life and Philosophy” every year throughout the four years of undergraduate studies. There was also weekly assembly organized by the Chaplaincy with worship time and a short sermon. This was, in fact, a general practice in most of the Christian colleges and universities in China before 1949 and was also quite common among Christian colleges throughout Asia.
In the fifties, Chung Chi had gradually built a reputation in Hong Kong in two academic areas: the Departments of English and Social Sciences had become increasingly popular not only among the graduates of the Chinese-streamed middle schools graduates, but among the English-educated Form Seven students. Secondly the Natural Sciences, especially the Departments of Chemistry and Physics. These Departments not only attracted bright students from all over Hong Kong, but many of them went on to study overseas and became eminent scientists in the world. The academic reputation gave Chung Chi better recognition locally as well as internationally. That explains why in the early 1960s when the Hong Kong Government made plans to establish another public university Chung Chi was approached to become part of that public institution.
At the end of the fifties, as a result of post-war development and an influx of refugees from China, there was an increasing need and demand for higher education in Hong Kong, and the Hong Kong Government decided to build another public university alongside with Hong Kong University. After a lot of deliberations on several options it was finally decided that several private universities or colleges with good tract record would be invited to merge to form the second university in 1960, and in 1963, the Chinese University was formed based on a federated system of three colleges: New Asia which had come into existence since 1949, Chung Chi founded in 1951, and United College which was established in 1956.
When the Chinese University of Hong Kong began its operation in 1963, a central office with the Vice Chancellor, Professor Li Choh-ming at its helm, was set up. But the three colleges had remained quite independent in the early years of the Chinese University from 1963 to the mid-1970s. Chung Chi was able to maintain its College Assembly, the Chaplaincy, the Department of Religion with its Division of Theology, and some form of Christian ethics in its General Education programs.
However, as the University continued to grow, the powers of recruitment of students and appointment of professors had been taken away by the central authorities, although the three colleges have retained their respective trustee boards. Gradually a system with a clear division of labor came into being, i.e., the Central Office with Faculties of Arts, Social Sciences, Sciences, Medicine, Business, Education and Engineering, and dozens of Departments were responsible for research and academic training—the discovery, creation and transmission of knowledge, while the colleges were responsible for student’s personal development and character building.
III. Crises and Challenges: Chung Chi College in a New Era
For a while, notably from the late 1970s to the beginning of the1990s, students who were affiliated with Chung Chi College, did not possess a strong college identity. Many of them felt that Chung Chi College provided them only scholarships and hostel places, not a sense of belonging. Some students and staff members actually expressed the idea of making the College Assembly optional, and the religious tradition and Christian atmosphere should be upended as they preferred a more “secular” and “liberal” environment.
During those years, there had been serious discussions among members of the Faculty about the heritage issue and there were debates concerning whether the Christian tradition should be maintained or to be continued. In other words, the trend of secularization posed a strong challenge to the College as the whole society of Hong Kong went through a process of rapid economic change and social transformation. People in the larger society placed more emphasis on profits and practical professions such as accounting, law and medicine, and students paid less attention to ethics, religion, philosophy, history and art as these subjects were considered to be less profitable in the practical world.  The challenge of secularization, I have to say, is still a major challenge to our liberal arts education in the recent years even though we at Chung Chi are working hard to provide a balanced education by promoting and cultivating interest in the humanities and in art and music. The second challenge came in the late 1990s as Hong Kong faced the handover of sovereignty from Great Britain back to China. Hong Kong’s return to China in 1997 affected many who had no confidence in the communist system of China despite the fact that China had begun to reform its social and economic system since 1978. Some of the people in Hong Kong hurried to leave through emigration before 1997, while many prepared for changes with the turnover. At Chung Chi the crisis also affected some faculty and staff who opted to emigrate or to leave their positions at the University, creating a shortage of manpower for a brief period. But soon the crisis subsided as the political worries seemed to be unsubstantiated and the real challenge was economic because of the        Asian financial crisis in 1998-99.
Chung Chi College was able to make transition from 1997 to the current decade without losing its Christian identity. In fact, in recent years, there has been a revival of interest among both students and teachers on Christian culture and our own Christian tradition. 

· We have been organizing three Christian Festivals on campus with much success. The Division of Theology has been upgraded to become a Divinity School with growing number of students from China and abroad.

· The College weekly assembly with its traditional worship time now has become an integral part of college life and generally accepted by all students and faculty members as a college tradition.

· Most importantly, there has been increasing interest in the study of Christianity in Mainland China and most people from the Mainland look at Chung Chi as a place for the study and research of Christianity. The College has short-term student exchange programs with most of the former Christian universities. 

· Thanks to the support of United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia, our College has established several UB fellowships for Chinese scholars to come to Chung Chi for research and further training. Even though the support from UB was terminated a couple of years ago, we have manage to continue the program. i
· Our College Chaplaincy has recently created a post to provide counseling and support to visitors and students from the mainland. 
· One major challenge that we are facing is globalization. More people in Hong Kong not only in the academic circle but in the society at large now look at the university’s needs and developments in terms of its global rankings and international standings. This clearly has a heavy tilt towards scientific research and poses some difficulty for the College to maintain its ideal of whole-person education and focus of the philosophy of personal development. It is extremely burdensome for staff and faculty to be both world-class scholars and researchers on the one hand and to become a caring, loving teacher and educator on the other.  
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